Introduction
Large numbers of eosinophilic leucocytes can be seen in the glomeruli of patients with acute nephritis if they have peripheral blood eosinophilia. The glomerulonephritis and the eosinophilic leucocytosis are most often due to unrelated causes, as when post-streptococcal glomerulonephritis occurs in patients who have intestinal helminthiasis (Date, Jacob and Johny, 1977 (Germuth and Rodriguez, 1973) . The glomerular morphology was unusual in that large numbers of eosinophils were present in addition to neutrophils. It is known that both eosinophils and neutrophils are attracted by (Litt, 1964; Henson, 1971) and are present in the glomerular exudate in acute glomerulonephritis in the same proportion as in the peripheral blood (Date et al., 1977) . Eosinophilic glomerulonephritis is therefore a reflection of a high blood eosinophil count which in this patient was due to filariasis.
Acute immune complex glomerulonephritis is most often poststreptococcal in origin, but it is an unlikely aetiological factor in this patient since there was no preceding skin or throat infection, and antibody titres to all 3 streptococcal antigens studied were normal. The investigations (Table 1) would also appear to exclude other well known causes of glomerulonephritis. These negative results and reports of glomerulonephritis occurring in association with many types of human filariasis (Bariety et al., 1967; Zuidema, 1971; Pillay, Kirch and Kurtzman, 1973; Couzineau, Bouree and Molimard, 1973; Chugh et al., 1978) suggest that the glomerulonephritis in this patient may have been of filarial origin.
The patient was seen last at the nephrology clinic 5*5 months after his discharge from hospital. He was asymptomatic with no oedema or haematuria, and with a BP of 130/80 mmHg. Results of laboratory investigation were as follows: serum creatinine, 106 ,umol/l; sodium, 147 mmol/l; potassium, 3.7 mmol/l; bicarbonate, 28-5 mmol/l; blood urea, 5-8 mmol/l; serum total protein, 59 g/l; albumin, 36 g/l; urinary protein excretion, 0-8 g/24 hr; urine volume, 1220 ml/24 hr.
